
English III
Literary Elements Notes
Name:  __Key______________

I. Plot

a. Plot is the _sequence of events in a story___________________________________________________

b. Stages of a typical plot:

i. Exposition – introduces the _setting___________ and __characters__________ and establishes a _mood__________________.

ii. Rising Action – complications arise as the _main character_____________ struggles to resolve the _conflict_____________.

iii. Climax – a _turning point_______________________ in the story and the moment of greatest __suspense______________.  Often the __main character_______________ makes a decision or takes an action.

iv. Falling Action – shows the _results___________ of the _decision___________ or __action_______________ that happened at the climax.

v. Resolution – reveals the _final outcome_______________ of the story and ties up loose ends.

c. Plot Line

II. Setting
a. Setting is the _time_______________ and __place______________ of the story.

b. Determine setting by looking for (How to determine setting)
i. Details about the time of day, _year_______, season, or _historical period__________

ii. Descriptions of _characters________, clothing, _buildings_________, weather, and _landscapes____________

III. Conflict

a. Conflict is a _struggle___________ between two __opposing___________ forces.

b. Types of conflict include:

i. Character versus _another character___.  (This is an external conflict.)

ii. Character versus _society____________.  (This is an external conflict.)

iii. Character versus _nature_____________.  (This is an external conflict.)

iv. Character versus _himself____________.  (This is an internal conflict.)

IV. Characterization

a. Characterization is the way the author _creates_________ and _develops________ characters’ _personalities_______________.

b. Methods of characterization

i. The writer makes direct comments about a character’s _personality__________ through the voice of the narrator.

ii. The writer describes the character’s _physical appearance__________________.

iii. The writer presents the character’s own thoughts, _speech____________, and _actions_____.

iv. The writer presents thoughts, speech, and actions of other characters.

V. Mood

a. Mood is the _feeling_________________ or atmosphere that a writer creates for _the reader_____.

b. Mood is developed through: (How mood is developed)
i. A writer’s use of _imagery_________________

ii. A writer’s choice of _words______________ and _details_______________

VI. Theme

a. Theme is the underlying _message______________ about _life_______ or human nature that a writer wants the reader to understand.

VII. Tone

a. Tone is the _attitude___________ a writer takes toward a subject

b. Unlike mood, which is intended to shape the reader’s emotional response, tone reflects the _feelings_____________ of the _writer_______________.

VIII. Author’s Purpose

a. An author usually writes for one or more of these purposes:

i. To _express___________ thoughts or feelings

ii. To _inform_____________ or explain

iii. To _persuade___________

iv. To _entertain__________

