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“To My Dear and Loving Husband”

Reading Questions
1. How does Bradstreet describe her relationship with her husband?  What words reveal Bradstreet’s feelings toward her husband?




2. What does Bradstreet consider more valuable than wealth?



3. How does Bradstreet hope that her love will be rewarded?



4. How does Bradstreet hope that her husband will be rewarded for loving her?



5. Poems often deliver a message or theme clearly in the final lines.
What is the message of Bradstreet’s last two lines?




6. Where does Bradstreet use archaic language?
(List three examples and translate them into modern English.)






7.  Where does Bradstreet use inverted syntax?
(List three examples and translate them into standard syntax.)


“Upon the Burning of Our House, July 10th, 1666”

Reading Questions
1. What awakens Bradstreet in the middle of the night?


2. What is her first response upon waking?



3. According to Bradstreet, how is it fair that her house was burned down?



4. Why does Bradstreet bless God’s name as her house burns down?



5. What does Bradstreet miss about her house?





6. What does Bradstreet conclude is the reason for the fire?



7. What does Bradstreet instruct her heart to do?



8. What “house on high erect” does Bradstreet have?  Who is the “mighty Architect”?



9. What is the message of Bradstreet’s last two lines? 





10. Where does Bradstreet use archaic language?
(List three examples and translate them into modern English.)





11.  Where does Bradstreet use inverted syntax?
(List three examples and translate them into standard syntax.)
“Huswifery”

Reading Questions
1. How do the images in the first two stanzas contribute to the idea of being “clothed in holy robes for glory,” stated in the third stanza? 

2. A) What images in this poem may have contradicted the Puritan requirement that clothing be dark and undecorated? B) What do these images suggest about the speaker’s feelings about God? 

3. What details in the final two lines convey Taylor’s belief that religious grace comes as a gift from God? 

4. What seems to be the poem’s overall purpose? 

5.  What household task or process might Taylor describe if he were writing this poem today?

